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and Papers: 1909 1910 The strong colors and the glorious beauty of the American flag express well the
overwhelming fact of modern history - the evolution of the American Republic. Wherever it may be, the flag is
both attractive and assertive. In the home the colors do not clash with other colors. If they do not blend, neither
do they repel. In the remotest distance the flag may be seen above every other object and distinguished from
every other flag. The red and white stripes standing for the original states, and the silvery stars representing the
Union, radiate and scintillate as far as the eye can reach. Far or near, the American flag is true and sure,
brilliant and radiant, cordial and independent. It is a modern flag. There are no myths or legends, no ruins or
heraldry, no armour or castles about it. It expresses the political independence of a plain people, the advance of
a new nation, the self-conscious power, the confident aspirations, and the universal good will of popular
government. What has been said of the flag has largely been inspired by war. Souls must be aflame to give out
oratory and poetry. The flag has many times been at the battle front. The sight of it has inspired many a boy to
do and die for his country. It was in the crucial campaign of the Revolution, that for the possession of New York,
beginning at Fort Schuyler, continuing at Oriskany, and ending with the surrender of Burgoyne s entire army at
Saratoga, that the flag was first given to the air in the face...
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