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illustrated. 1876 edition. Excerpt: . . . should elapse. The mandate of 5, is not, as plaintiffs counsel assumes, to
proceed at such time as is prescribed in 527, but in the manner therein provided. The commissioners were
justified in proceeding when, and as they did after notice to the town, upon petition of those interested, to cause
the work to be done by an agent not one of themselves. That agent made his written contract for the work and
filed a copy of it in the clerks ofiice and the commis sioners certified to the assessors of Waterville the time when
the contract was to be completed and the amount to be paid therefor. So far the proceedings of the
commissioners were warranted by the authority which the act confers upon them, and if they had continued
throughout to proceed in the manner provided in 27, c. 18, R. S. of 1857, which is identical with 28, c. 18, R. S. of
1871, the plaintiffs would have had no just cause of complaint. But our attention has been called to some
irregularities in these proceedings which we deem fatal to the defendants justification. The commissioners did
not proceed in the manner prescribed-in said 27, when they issued the first warrant of distress May 2, 1871, the
next day after the one fixed for the completion of the contract. It is not in the power of the agent appointed or
the party with whom he contracts, by finishing his work and...
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