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the multiples and sub-multiples of these unite should be
denoted by the words Deca, Hecto, Myria, for the ascending
series, and Deci, Centi, Milli, for the decreasing series. Such was
the origin of the decimal system definitively completed by the
law of the 7th Germinal, in the year XI (28 March, 1803), which
established on the same principle the divisions, the weight, and
the fineness of the coins. In seeking these fundamental units in
nature, and in giving them denominations not derived from
any living language, the Commission aimed at respecting the
susceptibility of nations, and thus facilitating the spread of a
grandly conceived innovation. However, two systems presented
themselves: the Duo-decimal Calculus had also its partizans.
But, in order that this method might be acceptable and
complete, it would have been necessary to add two characters
to the ciphers in common use; and...
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