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free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .of not
demanding a quid pro quo in the relations of life (11. 590-3)
and the goose, in her plain common-sense view of things, seem
intended to represent the matter of fact, practical man of
business. Further, far-fetched though the suggestion may
appear, it is possible to see in Chaucer s duck the germ of his
conception of the Merchant in the Cant. Tales; for the former
presents an undeniable likeness to the worthy man who ful wel
his wit besette and his reson spak ful solempnely, and who was
so estatly of his governaunce, with his bargaynes, and with his
chevisaunce (C. T. Prol. 274282). It may not be without
significance that the duck uses the adjuration by myn hat. This
reference to a hat, taken in connection with other matters,
recalls the Merchant s Flaundrish bever hat (ProL 272), which
was possibly a distinctive...
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