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the question concerning physical evil ever deserves the attention
of men, it is in those melancholy events which put us in mind of
the weakness of our nature; such as plagues, which carry off a
fourth of the inhabitants of the known world; the earthquake
which swallowed up four hundred thousand of the Chinese in
1699, that of Lima and Callao, and, in the last place, that of
Portugal and the kingdom of Fez. The maxim, whatever is, is
right, appears somewhat extraordinary to those who have been
eye-witnesses of such calamities. All things are doubtless
arranged and set in order by Providence, but it has long been
too evident, that its superintending power has not disposed them
in such a manner as to promote our temporal happiness. When
the celebrated Pope published his Essay on Man, and expounded
in immortal verse...
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