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We acknowledge the fact that to learn any language takes
time. It is a process and not instantaneous as we have all
experienced whether it was through our first or our second
language. Most of us though don't remember putting much
effort into learning our mother tongue but remember well the
effort we put into learning a foreign language. Understanding
the underlying processes can especially be valuable to teachers
and learners of a second language. It can help teachers with
their teaching methods and both teacher and learner can be
more patient and enjoy exploring the new language. Processes
in first and second language acquisition share common
sequences but are still different and vary especially in the
outcome. While all speakers achieve native proficiency in their
first language, they do not or are not able to do so in their
second. 28 pp. Deutsch.
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