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Excerpt: .not have been surprised; but it is an unheard-of
simpleness for you, Hope. Dress and ornaments! they are the
most likely things in the world to take the mind off from
trouble. Till I came to this new English colony, where
everything seems, as it were, topsy-turvy, I never saw that
woman whose mind could not be diverted by dress and
ornaments. You strangely dishonour your memory, Mistress
Grafton, or Hope s noble mother, said the elder Fletcher;
methinks I have often heard you say that Alice Fletcher had no
taste for these vanities. No, you never heard me say that, Mr.
Fletcher. Vanities! no, never, the longest day I had to live; for I
never called them vanities--no; I did say Alice always went as
plain as a pike-staff after you left England; and a great pity it
was, I always thought; for,...
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