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The town-clock was on the last stroke of twelve, the solitary
candle measured but two inches from its socket, and as the
summer wind rushed through the half-closed shutters, the
melted tallow dripped slowly into the brightly-burnished brazen
candlestick. The flickering light fell upon grim battalions of
figures marshalled on the long, blue-lined pages of a ledger, and
flashed fitfully in the face of the accountant, as he bent over his
work. In these latter days of physical degeneration, such athletic
frames as his are rarely seen among the youth of our land.
Sixteen years growth had given him unusual height and
remarkable breadth of chest, and it was difficult to realize that
the stature of manhood had been attained by a mere boy in
years. A gray suit (evidently home-made), of rather coarse
texture, bespoke poverty; and, owing to the oppressive heat of
the atmosphere, the coat was thrown partially off. He wore no
vest, and the loosely-tied black ribbon suffered the snowy white
collar to fall away from the throat...
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