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its proper name, instead of individualizing it as an irritating
splinter, --that is, a thorn in the flesh. The apostle tells us that
he prayed the Lord thrice that his disease might depart from
him and received the reply, My grace is sufficient for you.
Malaria might have departed from him, without the aid of
prayer, by his merely leaving the location where he contracted
it. Leave a malarial district and the disease will leave you might
be accepted as an axiom. So that we may also exclude malaria
as a solution of the enigma. Besides, if Paul had had malaria
for so long as sixteen years, --about the period of his
apostleship, --it would in all probability have so enlarged his
spleen that public attention would have been drawn to it; and
he would have needed a cloak indeed, not only to keep...
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