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care -- Finance -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 15 ignated Mental Health Professional
Shortage Areas, and the Sur-geon Generals Report on Mental Health, which reveals that one out of five adults
and children suHer from mental illness in a given year. It also indicates that mental health problems are
particularly acute in underserved areas throughout the Nation. Indeed, mental illness was the fiIh most
common reason for a visit to a health center in 1999. The committee recognizes that many urban and rural
commu-nities served by health centers face a range of environmental health factors that may adversely aHect
the health of individuals living in those communities and further exacerbate chronic condi-tions, including
exposure to lead, chemicals, pesticides, and pollu-tion. Health centers can play an integral role in addressing
these environmental health concerns. The committee bill revises the defi-nition of environmental health services
to permit health centers to oHer the detection and alleviation of chemical and pesticide ex-posures, the
promotion of indoor and outdoor air quality, and the detection and remediation of lead exposures.
Additionally, the com-mittee bill allows the Secretary to make technical assistance grants to health centers to
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