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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: . Communion oEice, and the next part of which is made up of the three
verses beginning Day by day, we magnify thee, which were just now quoted as embodied in the Te Deum. These
verses may therefore be regarded as a fragment taken from the morning hymn in use in the Eastern or
perhaps the Roman Church of probably the 3rd century. I have now said enough to suggest to you specimens
of the sources from which the Te Deum is derived, and to illustrate to you the assertion that it is a hymn in
which the unknown author has arranged some of the jewels of thought and praise of earlier ages than his own.
The literary and linguistic inquiry is not exhausted, but the further pursuit of it would be unprofitable in a
sermon. II. Let us now try to understand the purpose of the composition; the general motif which presides over
the combination of these and other fragments into one harmonious whole. The Te Deum appeals to three facts
of the religious life--praise, faith, prayer. It opens with a burst of praise: this lasts through ten verses. It passes to
a creed, a declaration of faith: this lasts through nine. It closes with prayer; this fills ten verses. Let us try to
grasp the thought. The hymn is (whatever may be the original meaning of the opening verses, ) undoubtedly
now addressed to the Holy Trinity. In the spirit of Isaiah, or of...
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